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uncertainty exists with respect to installed or planned uraaiwm-235 
production capacity* Furthermore, other than some evidence of the 
composition and efficiencies of the various bombs tested by the 
Soviets, there is no specific Information concerning the character- 
istics of weapons presently stockpiled or likely to he stockpiled* 

In converting fissionable material stockpiles to weapon stockpiles 
it has bean assumed that both composite (l*So, containing U--235 and 
plutonium) and all-plutonium weapons will be fabricated d On this 
basis, the estimate of the cumulative Soviet atomic weapon stockpile 
for the period ad.d-1952 through mid-1955 is as follows* 


Oats 

Number of Bombs 
(30*100 KT) 

Mid-1952 

60 

Mid-1953 

120 

Hid-lSS* 

200 

Hid-1955 

300 


3° Variations and Uncertainty in Stoekplls Estimate 

The Soviet weapon stockpile for aid-1952 may be ae low as one 
third less or as high as one third more than the figure stated* In 
view of the uncertainty in the production of fissionable material, 
the stockpile for future dates may be ae low as one third less than 
or as high as twice the figure given o It should be noted that by 
changing weapon components it is possible to increase or decrease 
the number of weapons in the stockpile substantially « Such changes 
would p however, alter the kllotonnage yield according to the quantities 
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of fissionable naterlal vaed la tha individual weapons o It is 
estinated that the USSR is probably capable of producing fission 
weapons yielding 200-500 kilotcna bat in so doing would reduce the 
nunber of weapons la the is- stockpile e On the other hand? they could 
also make entailer weapon ■ then thoee need la calculating the etosk- 
p&le estimates given above. 
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